Put a LID on Stream and
Lake Pollution

Low Impact Development
(LID) Prowsuons for




Project Description. The purpose of this project is to develop model low-
impact development (LID) ordinance provisions for Shoreland Zoning
ordinances along with outreach about LID and the model to some towns in
China Lake region and Belgrade Lakes region. The model LID ordinance
provisions were prepared by Fred Snow, Community Planner at Kennebec
Valley Council of Governments, which was under contract with Kennebec
County Soil and Water Conservation District(KCSWCD) to undertake this
project.
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Nonpoint Source Pollution (dirty runoff) is the
Number One Threat to Water Quality in this
Nation and State

Dirty Runoff is thé Major Reason for Current
Stream and Lake Water Quality Problems
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Well, 229akes are listed by DEP as lakes most at risk from new development and 38 of
those lakes are listed by DEP as commonly having algae blooms.
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As the background picture indicates if you own property along a lake that includes for
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watershed of the lake with for example a lawn sloping towards a stream that flows into

the lake.



Thoughtechnically not impervious cover lawns d&e an impervious surface allowing
water to run over it rather than sinking into the ground. If pesticides, herbicides, or
fertilizers are used on a lawn these are picked up and often carried into streams and
lakes.



Today’s Conventional
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There are many forms of impervious cover in a developed landscape.
Developmentsuch as a shopping center or a new house, produces impervipus
cover. Impervious cover is any surfacaimatershed that does not allow watef
to soak into the ground. Forms of impervious cover include roads, parking |ots,
buildings, sidewalks, and drivewayss previously mentioned thougdéchnically
not impervious cover lawns atke an impervious surface.




Impervious Cover Increases Stormwater Runoff

® |n a forest, rain soaks into the ground
and is either taken up by tree roots or
continues to move down through the soil
and into the groundwater.

® When rain falls on impervious cover, it
cannot soak into the ground and instead
becomes stormwater runoff.

® |Impervious cover produces 16 times
j more stormwater runoff than forest.
. Rainfall Pal:king Lot For’;:noﬂ
Runoff

Center for Watershed Protection

The quality of oustreams and lakeis directly linked to land cover.
uin a forest, rain soaks into the ground where it is either taken up by tree ropts
or continues to move down through the soil and into the groundwater
«When rain falls on impervious cover, rain cannot soak into the ground and
becomesstormwaterrunoff

wdmpervious cover produces 16 times matermwaterrunoff than forest. The
chart illustrates, that if it were to rain 2 inches on a parking lot, 1.9 inches
would becomestormwaterrunoff. In a forest, only 0.12 inches would become
stormwaterrunoff with the remainder soaking into the ground.
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Effects of Increased Runoff from'%
R Impervious Areas
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underestimate the hazard as they try to pass through a flooded road resulting in stalled

out vehicles or worse.
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Impervious cover has an effect on streams which have an effect on any lakdtothey

into. In watersheds with less than 5% impervious cover, streams are typically stable and
pristine, maintaining good pool and riffle structure, a langetted perimeterduring

low flow, a good riparian canopy coverage. When impervious cover reacli€88in

the watershedstreams are characterized by various degrees of stream enlargement and
widening, erosiondowncutting and decreased channel stability. The B0% stream

shown here has approximately doubled from its original predevelopment size and
evidence of changes includdewncutting exposed tree roots, and loss of the pool and
riffle structure. Active erosion becomes much more evident at 20%.
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Impervious Cover Equals
Pollution

Pollutants build up on impervious surfaces and
wash off into streams and lakes when it rains.

Center for Watershed Protection

Imperviouscoverinfluences water quality. Impervious surfaces collect many
harmful pollutants. When it rains, these pollutants are washed away with thg
stormwaterrunoff andcanend up in streams and lakes.
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Harmful Pollutants in Runoff

Bacteria

Nutrients

Pesticides
Oil & Grease

Muddy Water

Heavy Metals

¥+" (e.g. Zinc, Copper, Lead)

Center for Watershed Protection

The different types of harmful pollutants foundstormwaterrunoff include the
following:

wBacteria that can threaten our water supply or close beaches and shellfish
beds

wNutrientsnotably phosphorus thatan cause algal blooms

wPesticides, oil andrease, and ardireezethat can be harmful or deadly to
aquatic life

wMuddy water can block sunlight from reaching plants, clog waterways, an
physically harm animals
wHeavy metals, such as zinc, copper, and lead, that can be toxic to organis
Some heavy metals accumulate in organisms, causing them to be unsafe fq
human consumption.
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The Effect of Impervious Cover on
Urban Phosphorus Load Under Several Scenarios
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This graph shows
that as impervious
cover increases,
there is a
corresponding
increase in
phosphorus
delivered by
stormwater as well.
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In most rural areas the primary pollutant of concern carried byetinnto our lakes is
phosphorus. This graph shows that as impervious cover increthses,is a

corresponding increase in phosphorus deliveregtoymwateras well. The lines

illustrate input load (in red) and two scenarios of the corresponding load using BMPs of
different removal capability. NehID sediment ponds remove no more tHg06 of
phosphorous(P). LID systems can remove up to 94% of P (remaining 6% of P attributed
to spring runoff and infrequent 25 year storm#éy}. about 60% impervious cover, even

with the best BMPs, the phosphorous load exceeds background levels.



Eutrophication,
which can be caused
by an excess amount

of nutrients
delivered from
stormwater runoff,
can lead to very low
dissolved oxygen
levels and fish kills.
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Excess nutrients can creagatrophicconditions that can lead to uncontrolled algal

growth that consumes oxygen in lakes and may create fish kills, odors, and other
problems.
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