Brighton Plantation’s Recreation

Recreation is a valued part of community life in Brighton Plantation though the Plantation
does not operate a municipal recreation department or developed facilities. Instead,
residents and visitors rely on the community’s extensive natural resources, informal public
access, and partnerships with regional schools and neighboring towns for both
unorganized (passive) and organized (active) recreation opportunities.

Existing Recreation Resources

Passive (Unorganized) Recreation

Brighton Plantation offers abundant passive outdoor recreation through its forests, ponds,
and trail networks. Popular activities include:

e Fishing, boating, and wildlife observation at Smith Pond
¢ Hunting and hiking on privately owned and timber company lands
e Snowmobiling and ATV riding on trails maintained by local clubs

Public access is primarily informal, with trailheads and parking areas minimally developed
with little to no signage. Continued public access depends on landowner goodwill and
informal agreements.

Active (Organized) Recreation
Brighton Plantation does not offer organized recreation programs or facilities within its
boundaries. Instead, residents access organized youth and adult recreation through:

e Regional School Units: RSU 74 (Carrabec Schools), Upper Kennebec Valley
Schools (Bingham), MSAD 59 (Madison), and Maine Central Institute (Pittsfield,
private high school). These offer sports like soccer, basketball, baseball, track and
field, and other activities to school aged children.

e Partnership with Athens’ Recreation Department for swimming programs and
youth league sports.

e Adult and Community Education: Available through MSAD 59 (Madison) and
Skowhegan, providing fitness classes, enrichment, and recreation for adults and
seniors.



TABLE 1: PuBLIcLY USED OPEN SPACES AND FACILITIES IN BRIGHTON PLANTATION

Informal parking area; no formal

Boating, Fishing, toilet facilities; owned by

Swimming Weyerhauser, maintained by the
Plantation

Trail riding Trallllhleads with informal parking; no
facilities

Informal parking at municipal

Hiking; trail riding building; no facilities

Source: Brighton Plantation

Note: There are no permanent toilet facilities, formal boat launches, or paved parking lots
associated with these recreation areas.

Trails System:

Local snowmobile and ATV trails are maintained by volunteer clubs such as the Kennebec
Valley Snowmobile Club and Eastern Maine ATV Club, with routes crossing both public
and private lands. Trail upkeep relies on volunteer efforts and seasonal maintenance. Use
conflicts are minimal but can arise on mixed-use paths shared by snowmobiles, hikers,
or skiers.

Public Access to Water Bodies:

Smith Pond provides dedicated public access. There are no formal boat launches or
restrooms at the site. Residents have not indicated any kind of desire for improvement or
need for amenities at the site.

Hunting:

Hunting is a popular outdoor activity in Brighton Plantation, supported by the town’s large
tracts of undeveloped, privately owned forestland and nearby state-managed lands.
Access typically depends on the goodwill of private landowners and informal agreements
with timber companies. Maintaining these relationships and exploring formal conservation
partnerships will help ensure that hunting remains available for residents and visitors in
the future.

Regional Recreational Resources:

Regional resources significantly expand options for Brighton residents, including:

e Moosehead Lake and nearby state forests for boating, fishing, hiking, and camping
e The Appalachian Trail and regional trail networks for hiking, snowmobiling, and
ATVing
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e Lakes and community facilities in Athens, Madison, and Skowhegan
e Adult and community education and fitness centers in nearby towns

Conserved Lands & Open Space:

Brighton Plantation does not have formally conserved lands, conservation easements, or
an open space fund. Most open spaces commonly used for recreation are privately
owned, particularly by timber companies. Continued access depends on maintaining
relationships with landowners. There is no conservation commission or formal partnership
with a land trust at this time.

Public Use of Private Land

A significant portion of the land used for recreation in Brighton Plantation is privately
owned, including large tracts held by timber companies, including Weyerhauser. These
lands have traditional been open to the public for activities like hunting, snowmobiling,
ATVing, and hiking through informal agreements and landowner goodwill.

However, there is no guarantee that this access will continue. If timber companies sell
large parcels or post them against public use, it could restrict many of the recreation
opportunities that residents and visitors rely on. To protect long-term access, the
community should prioritize maintaining positive relationships with landowners and
explore conservation easements or other formal measures to secure important
recreational lands for future generations.

Needs & Opportunities:

Given Brighton Plantation’s rural character and small population, large-scale recreation
facilities are not warranted, nor desired by the residents. However, the community could:

e Improve signage and parking at popular access points

e Provide simple amenities like picnic areas or outhouses where feasible and
desired

e Support continued access through outreach and educational materials for
landowners

e Explore partnerships with conservation organizations for permanent open space
protection

Analysis and Key Issues:

e Existing recreation facilities are adequate for the Plantation’s population and likely
future growth.

e There is limited capacity to upgrade or expand municipal recreation; focus should
be on maintaining and protecting informal access.

e Public water access is adequate but could benefit from minor improvements.
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Trails are generally well maintained by volunteer clubs; ongoing landowner
agreements are essential.

Traditional access to private land should be preserved through relationship-
building and education.



