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Outdoor Recreation 
Economy
A  p o w e r f u l  e c o n o m i c  e n g i n e  i n  M a i n e

ÅоΦф҈ ƻŦ aŀƛƴŜΩǎ D5t

Å$ 3 . 3  b i l l i o n  t o  G D P

Å3 2 , 0 0 0 +  j o b s  ( 4 . 9 %  o f  e m p l o y m e n t )

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, US Department of Commerce
   Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account 2022

https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation




Activity Stats

bƻǘŀōƭŜ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ aŀƛƴŜΩǎ D5t ƛƴ нлннΥ

Å B o a t i n g  a n d  F i s h i n g  τ $ 4 1 2  m i l l i o n

Å R V i n g  τ $ 3 2 6  m i l l i o n

Å S n o w  A c t i v i t i e s  τ $ 6 8  m i l l i o n  ( u p  3 5 % )

Å G u i d e d  t o u r s / o u t f i t t e d  t r a v e l  τ $ 6 6 . 5  m i l l i o n  ( u p  
2 6 % )

Å H u n t i n g / s h o o t i n g / t r a p p i n g  a t  $ 4 7  m i l l i o n

Å M o t o r c y c l i n g /AT V  a t  $ 4 2  m i l l i o n .



The Demand
O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n  P a r t i c i p a t i o n



Participation Trends

45.0%

46.0%

47.0%

48.0%

49.0%

50.0%

51.0%

52.0%

53.0%

54.0%

120

125

130

135

140

145

150

155

160

165

CY2007CY2008CY2009CY2010CY2011CY2012CY2013CY2014CY2015CY2016CY2017CY2018CY2019CY2020

# of Participants (Millions) % Particpating in Outdoor



Roughly 94% of Maine's forest land is privately owned, 

and more than half of that land area is open to the 

public. In total, landowners voluntarily open up more 

than 10 million acres of working farms and forests.

This access is an incredible gift, and in order to 

preserve it, everyone who ventures outdoors needs to 

understand the contribution that landowners make.

https://www.maine.gov/ifw/programs-resources/outdoor-partners-program/explore.html



The Trends
Tr a v e l  E x p e r i e n c e s  &  E x p e c t a t i o n s



Travel Trends
Tr a v e l e r s  w i l l  w e l c o m e  m e s s a g i n g  a r o u n d  

r e c r e a t i n g  r e s p o n s i b l y  j u s t  a s  t h e y  l o o k  t o  

ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜέ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

e n v i r o n m e n t .   hǳǘǎƛŘŜ hƴƭƛƴŜΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ 

ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ [ƻƻƪǎ [ƛƪŜέ

Å Tr a v e l  a s  a  f o r c e  f o r  g o o d ;  t r a v e l  w i t h  p u r p o s e

Å Tr a v e l  t o  r e g e n e r a t e ;  w e l l n e s s  &  a d v e n t u r e

Å G o i n g  h y p e r l o c a l ;  r o a d  t r i p s ;  o f f- t h e - b e a t e n  
p a t h



Shift in Focus

P u b l i c- p r i v a t e- c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s h i p s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i l l  
b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e n s u r e  l o n g- t e r m  Tr a v e l  &  
To u r i s m  r e a d i n e s s . 

Å S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  &  S t e w a r d s h i p

Å C o n s u m e r  E x p e r i e n c e

Å C o n s u m e r  C o n n e c t i o n  t o  B r a n d s

Å H e a l t h  &  We l l n e s s

Å A c c e s s  f o r  A l l

Å D i v e r s i t y,  E q u i t y  &  I n c l u s i o n

Å C l i m a t e
\



Adventure Travel
A  t r i p  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a t  l e a s t  t w o  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
t h r e e  e l e m e n t s :  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y,  n a t u r a l  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i m m e r s i o n .   U N W TO

Å B a l a n c i n g  V i s i t o r  &  R e s i d e n t  E x p e r i e n c e

ÅWe l l n e s s  R e t r e a t s ,  B r e a k s  &  A c t i v i t i e s

Å M u l t i - g e n e r a t i o n a l  a n d  M u l t i- a c t i v i t y  t r a v e l

Å U n e x p l o r e d  D e s t i n a t i o n s

S o u r c e :  A d v e n t u r e  T r a v e l  T r e n d s  2 0 2 3 ,  H e a t h e r  K e l l y

A d v e n t u r e  T r a v e l  T r a d e  A s s o c i a t i o n



Quoddy Head

State Park

Cutler

Coast 

Public Land

Maine Bureau of 
Parks and Lands

Å 48 State Parks and Historic Sites

Å 630,000+ acres of Public Lands

Managed for:

Å Recreation

Å Wildlife & Biodiversity

Å Cultural and Historic Resources

Å Forest Management



Acres Type
630,860 Public Lands (Fee-owned)

85,594 Parks, Historic Sites, or Boat Access Sites (fee-owned)

1,380,207 Conservation and recreation easements; access rights
2.3 million Marine and freshwater submerged lands

1,095 Publicly held coastal islands

Maine State Parks and Public Lands: 

By the numbers



¶Storm impacts on recreational infrastructure (trails, beaches, 
campgrounds ); increasing stewardship costs

¶Decreased snow seasons and extended shoulder seasons

¶Biological impacts т ticks, invasives, drought/fishing, foliage 
changes, etc. 

Climate Change and Outdoor Recreation



Downeast Sunrise Trail

Whistle Stop Trail (Jay)

Storm Damage!



Reid State Park

Popham Beach

Reid State Park



Popham Beach 
State Park



Changing Seasons
ÅSnowmobiling registrations down, costs up
   (14,000 miles of trails, $600M to ME Economy)

ÅIncreasing interest in spring and fall hiking 
and camping; impacts on search/rescue?

Å{ǳƳƳŜǊ ΨƘƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎΩ ό¢ǳƳōƭŜŘƻǿƴ aǘΣ 
/ǳǘƭŜǊ /ƻŀǎǘΣ CǊŜƴŎƘƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƭŜύ

ÅReduced ice fishing seasons



Biological/Ecological Impacts

ÅInvasive species ς both plants and animals

ÅTicks and tick-borne diseases (Lyme, 
anaplasmosis, others)

ÅWarming waters & brook trout

Eurasian milfoil






