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Outdoor recreation contributes to economic success in many ways.
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HEALTHIER RESIDENTS

| Access to the outdoors improves
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Outdoor Recreation
Economy

A powerful economic engine in Maine

Aoddgrs 2F al AySQa D5t
A $3.3 billion to GDP
A 32,000+ jobs (4.9% of employment)

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, US Department of Commerce
Outdoor Recreation Satellite Accouf022
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https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation

State Outdoor Recreation Value Added as a Percent of State GDP, 2022

Quintile percent of state GDP
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U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis




Activity Stats
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A Boating and Fishing $412 million
A RVingt $326 million
A Snow Activitiest $68 million (up 35%)

A Guided tours/outfitted travelt $66.5 million (up
26%)

A Hunting/shooting/trapping at $47 million
A Motorcycling/ATV at $42 million.

OFFICE OF
OUTDOOR
RECREATION



The Demand

Outdo Recreation Participatio



Participation Trends
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Roughly 94% of Maine's forest land is privately owned,
and more than half of that land area is open to the
public. In total, landowners voluntarily open up more
than 10 million acres of working farms and forests.

This access Is an incredible gift, and in order to
preserve Iit, everyone who ventures outdoors needs to
understand the contribution that landowners make.

https://www.maine.gov/ifw/programsresources/outdoospartnersprogram/explore.htmi



The Trends

Travel Experiences & Expectations



Travel Trends

Travelers will welcome messaging around
recreating responsibly just as they look to
RSadAYylradAz2ya OGKFG aidl 1S OF NJS:E
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A Travel as a force for good; travel with purpose
A Travel to regenerate; wellness & adventure

A Going hyperlocal; road trips; ofthe-beaten
path




Shift In Focus

Publicprivate-community partnerships and collaboration will
become increasingly important to ensure lontgrm Travel &
Tourism readiness.

A Sustainability & Stewardship

A Consumer Experience

A Consumer Connection to Brands
A Health & Wellness

A Access for All

A Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

A Climate




Adventure Travel

A trip that includes at least two of the following
three elements: physical activity, natural
environment, and cultural immersion.UNWTO

A Balancing Visitor & Resident Experience
A Wellness Retreats, Breaks & Activities

A Multi-generational and Multiactivity travel
A Unexplored Destinations

Source: Adventure Travel Trends 2023, Heather Kelly

Adventure Travel Trade Association
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Maine Bureau of
Parks and Lands

A 48 State Parks and Historic Sites
A 630,000+ acres of Public Lands

Managed for:

A Recreation
A Wildlife & Biodiversity

A Cultural and Historic Resources

A Forest Management
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Maine State Parks and Public Lands:

By the numbers

630,860| Public Lands (Feewned) |
85,594| Parks, Historic Sites, or Boat Access Sites-(eeed) | ke
1,380,207 Conservation and recreation easements; access rightgsa &

2.3 million | Marine and freshwater submerged lands PR
i 1,095| Publicly held coastal islands S s
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Climate Change and Outdoor Recreation

{ Storm impacts on recreational infrastructure (trails, beaches,
campgrounds ); increasing stewardship costs

91 Decreased snow seasons and extended shoulder seasons

1 Biological impacts T ticks, invasives, drought/fishing, foliage
changes, etc.




Storm Damage!
Whistle Stop Trall (Jay)
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DowneastSunrise Trall




Reid State Park t:.‘\
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Popham Beach
State Park
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Changing Seasons

A Snowmobiling registrations down, costs up
(14,000 miles of trails, $600M to ME Economy |#¢8

A Reduced ice fishing seasons

Alncreasing interest in spring and fall hiking
and camping; impacts on search/rescue?
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Biological/Ecological Impacts

A Invasive specieg both plants and animals

A Ticks and tickoorne diseases (Lyme,
anaplasmosis, others)

A Warming waters & brook trout

Eurasian milfoil
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